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²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜ ά5iscover Londonέ city guide. We have put together a quick and easy 

guide to some of the best sites in London, a guide to going out and shopping as well as 

transport information. 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƻǳǊ local guide to London on page 31. Enjoy your visit to 

London.  
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Visitor Information  

London is the capital of England and its largest city. Located on the River Thames, London is home to 

the Royal FamilyΣ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝǎǘ 9ƴŘΣ .ƛƎ .ŜƴΣ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀǘŜ aƻŘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

largest financial centres, and has a hugely diverse population. In fact white Britons are the minority 

in London as of now.  

London has managed to retain a large town feel. It is pretty and does not have the massive 

skyscrapers of most modern large cities. The climate is temperate, winters are cold but not freezing 

and summers are more warm than hot. It rains quite often.  

 

Getting there  

Air  

London is well served by airports. London Heathrow ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōǳǎƛŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΦ 

Security here is quite robust so give yourself plenty of time to make your flight.  There is also 

Gatwick, situated south of London, Stanstead, north east of London, and Luton Airport, north of 

London. 

 

Getting from the Airport :  

 

Heathrow 

 

Heathrow is 15 miles from London city centre. There is an express train to and from Paddington 

station. The Heathrow Express only takes 15 minutes and costs £22 one way. The underground also 

goes to Heathrow. Take the Piccadilly line (dark blue). At most the fare will cost £6 and will take 

under an hour. Depending on where you are in London getting to Paddington  for the Express can be 

a hassle so it generally makes more sense to just get the tube.  

 

National Express and Oxford Bus leave from all terminals. Tickets cost around £6.  

 

Gatwick 

 

The Gatwick Express takes 30 minutes and brings you to Victoria Station in central London. Trains 

leave every 15 minutes and cost around £18. There are also other trains running to London, though 

they take longer to get into London.  
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National Express buses run once an hour and take between an hour and a half and two hours to 

Victoria Station and start from £8.  

 

Stanstead 

 

Stanstead Express trains run every 15 minutes and prices start from £8. The Express stops in 

Liverpool Street and Tottenham Hale stations in the city centre.  

 

National Express buses run 24 hours a day from Stanstead and prices start from £5.  

 

Getting around  

 

Oyster Card  

You simply must get an Oyster card to get around on public 

transport in London nowadays. You will actually save a lot of 

money by using these cards as well. You can pick up an Oyster 

Card at the airport or in train stations. There is an initial 

charge to buy the card and then you top it up by as much as 

you want. The card will cost £3 at the airport and £5 at train 

stations so pick it up when you land. Depending on how often 

you use it, around £20 should do you for a three day trip to 

London.  Any money left on the card can be refunded at the 

same machines that top them up. You can also order these 

online and get them delivered to you before you travel to 

London.  You can now also use contactless credit cards to pay 

for your journey. It works the same as the oyster (you touch it 

as you go through turnstile). The same fares apply.  
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Buses  

The bus network runs 24 hours a day, and caters for over 6 million passengers weekly. The red 

Double Decker buses are recognised worldwide. You can pay for paper tickets at stations or use your 

Oyster card or contactless credit and debit cards. 

 

Taxi  

Cabs are expensive but the drivers do know their way around. Not all the black cabs are black 

anymore. Download the Hailo app and use that to call your cabs. Coming from the airports you are 

better off hiring a minicab.  

  

Rail  

The tube (the underground) is the oldest and second largest 

metro system in the world after Shanghai. Over three million 

journeys are made every day on the underground, servicing all 

over London.  You can use your Oyster Card on the tube. The 

lines are not named by the final destination as in other cities. 

Instead they have names such as the Jubilee Line or the 

Piccadilly line. They are colour coded and quite easy to get 

used to. We have included a tube map below.  
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London attractions by Tube  

Victoria Station 
 
Buckingham Palace (also Green Park and St. 
James Park) 
 

Westminster Station 
 
Westminster Palace (Big Ben) 
Westminster Abbey 
Cabinet War rooms 
London Eye (also Waterloo Station) 
Downing Street 
Florence Nightingale Museum 

London Bridge Station 
 
Tower Bridge 
London Dungeon 
 

Charing Cross Station 
 
Trafalgar Square 
National Gallery 
Oxford Circus Station 
Oxford Street 
Regent Street 
 

Tower Hill Station 
 
London Tower 
 

South Kensington Station 
 
Natural History Museum 
Royal Albert Hall 
 

Covent Garden Station 
 
Covent Garden Market 
London Transport Museum 
Royal Opera House 
 

Knightsbridge Station 
 
Harrods 
 

 

Bike  

[ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ /ȅŎƭŜ IƛǊŜ {ŎƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƘŀƭŦ ŀƴ 

hour. Prices do rise quite steeply after that so be aware. Although large and spread out London is a 

fantastic city to walk around in. In rush hour it can be quicker to walk between some stations. It will 

save you money.  
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Top Tips  

Get an Oyster Card. 

Get a London map and a tube map straightaway.  

You can use Google maps without any data. Put location services on and it will pinpoint where you 

are. You will not be able to search places however. 

Visit the TKTS booth in Leicester Square for cheap, last minute tickets to West End shows.   

Tips ς 15% for good service, 10% for cabs. 

DŜǘ ŀ ά[ƻƴŘƻƴ tŀǎǎέ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŀǾŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƻƴŜȅΦ  

If visiting in the summer, book accommodation well in advance.  

The busiest times are July and August. The quietest times are January to March.  

On the tube move down to the end of the platform to get more space during busy times. The 

carriages here may be emptier as well. 

Make sure to check ahead for any works on the rails line if you have to be at airport.  

 

Safety/s ecurity  

 

Only use taxi or black cabs 

²ƘŜƴ ƻǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΦ  

Although there is a lot of crime in London, most of it occurs in the estates outside the centre. The 

centre itself is quite safe.  

 
Health  

 

Emergency Number 

112 or 999 

NHS treatment is free for UK residents. Take out travel insurance. There are countries that hold a UK 

healthcare agreement. EU residents need a valid EHIC (European Health Insurance Card). 
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Tate Modern  

 
 

Situated in an old power station on the banks of the Thames, the Tate Modern is the most visited 

modern art Gallery in the World and houses works of modern and contemporary art dating from 

1900.  

Opening times are Sunday to Thursday 10:00am to 6:00pm and Friday to Saturday 10:00am to 

10:00pm. 

 

Admissio n prices  

Entry iǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǘƻ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ ƳƻŘŜǊƴ ŀǊǘΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŦƻǊ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ 

 

Exhibitions  

The EY Exhibition: The World Goes Pop (17 September 2015 ς 24 January 2016)  

Hyundai Commission 2015: Abraham Cruzvillegas (13 October 2015 ς 20 March 2016) 

Alexander Calder: Performing Sculpture (11 November ς 3 April 2016) 

 

https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Tate+Modern/@51.5075986,-0.1015451,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x487604a92e8851bd:0xff95595e95922416!4m2!3m1!1s0x487604a931761995:0x1ffc6f23e06b9be7?hl=en
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Getting t o the Tate Modern  

 

(Click on Map to open) 

By Tube  

 

Nearest stations are Southwark, Blackfriars and St Pauls.  

 

By train  

 

Trains stop at Blackfriars station and London Bridge.  

 

By bus  

 

Routes 45, 63 and 100 stop on Blackfriars Bridge Road. 

Routes RV1 and 381 stop on Southwark Street. 

Route 344 stops on Southwark Bridge Road.  

 

 

More info  

http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern  

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/visit/tate-modern
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/Tate+Modern/@51.5075986,-0.1015451,17z/data=!3m2!4b1!5s0x487604a92e8851bd:0xff95595e95922416!4m2!3m1!1s0x487604a931761995:0x1ffc6f23e06b9be7?hl=en
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The London Eye  

 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜŜƭ at 135m ƎƛǾŜǎ ōǊŜŀǘƘǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 

landmarks. Now called the Coca Cola London Eye, it was built in 2000 and originally called the 

Millennium Wheel.  

 

Admission pr ice  

Prices start at around £20 and go up from there depending on which ticket you buy. You will pay 

more for fast track tickets or day and night tickets, where you get to go up twice. You are also able to 

get a guided tour or even book your own capsule. Try to book online as there is a discount. Unless it 

is high season it is probably not worth paying for the fast track. In fact queuing for the ticket will take 

longer on many occasions so if you have bought it online you can go to the pickup desk which has a 

much shorter queue.  

 

Opening times  

The first rotation begins at 10:00am and opens as late as 11:30pm in the summer, but usually closes 

around 9:30pm. 
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Getting to the London Eye  

 

(Click on Map to open) 

The London Eye is situated on the South Bank of the River Thames, opposite the Houses of 

Parliament. Tickets can be purchased in County Hall, which is right beside the London Eye.  

By Tube  

Waterloo station is the closest station to the London Eye. 

By train 

Waterloo and Waterloo East over ground stations are closest to the Eye.  

By bus  

Routes 211, 24 and 11 are some of the buses that service the Waterloo and Southbank areas.  

 

More info  

https://www.londoneye.com/  

 

 

https://www.londoneye.com/
https://www.google.ie/maps/place/London+Eye/@51.5033273,-0.1217317,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x487604b900d26973:0x4291f3172409ea92?hl=en
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The Houses of Parliament  

  

The houses of Parliament are situated in the Palace of Westminster. The two houses of the British 

Government, the House of Commons and the House of Lords convene here. Check out the view from 

ǘƘŜ {ƻǳǘƘ .ŀƴƪΦ .ƛƎ .Ŝƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ŝƭƭ ƛƴ {ǘΦ {ǘŜǇƘŜƴΩǎ ¢ƻǿŜǊ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƭƻŎƪ ¢ower, only UK 

residents can climb the tower.  

 

Opening times  

The Houses are open on Saturdays from 9:15am to 4:30pm. 

 

Admission prices  

Tours cost £15 

 

 

 




































